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Phonological and suprasegmental problems

of a Japanese learner of English

Yoka Otatsu

Meijo University

Abstract: The aim of this piloting study is to compare phonological and suprasegmental features between a
learner of English whose L1 is Japanese and an English native speaker to describe problems, if any, of the
learner's reading, which could interfere with understanding and hence, communication. The data show some
problematic features both in the phonological and the prosodic sense similar to the ones in the literature.
There were at least two main reasons amongst others for those problems; L1 negative transfers and the lack
of basic knowledge of the English language. It was also found that some divergence from the native norms
such as weak diphthongs does not interfere with fundamental understanding of the utterances. It was pointed
out that prosodic features such as word stress and intonation are more important for the intelligibility of

what was said. It is necessary to consider to what extent, in which aspects and by whose criterion learners of

English as an international language have to or do not have to correct their English.

Keyword: English as an international language, L1 transfer, phonology, prosody

1. Introduction

In this paper, I would like to compare the
pronunciation of a native speaker of English and a
learner of English when reading a text in English.
The objective of this study is two-fold. One is to
examine the learner's phonological features in
order to find whether there are critical problems
which might hinder fluent communication. The
other is to investigate what causes such problems

and propose suggestions for possible remediation.

2. Research participants

One of the participants, to whom I previously
referred as a native speaker, is originally from
Britain. He spent most of his time when he was

younger in a small town near Southampton. He

has been teaching English in Japan more than
seven years, and currently teaches English at
university. The other participant, the learner, is a
Japanese university second year student, who
majors in Human Studies, and studies English as a
foreign language. He has been studying English
for about ten years as part of school curricula since

junior high school.

3. Reading passage

For their oral reading, I chose a passage from
Francesca Simon's (2003) book series, “Horrid
Henry,” which seems to cover a wide range of
phonological and prosodic features, but does not

seem to contain many difficult words for the

learner. While I asked them to read it aloud twice,
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I used the second recording for the analysis because
the learner seemed to find it easier to read it in his
second reading as he became more familiar with
the text. To set the conditions equivalent, I did the

same with the native speaker's recording.

4 . Data transcription

The transcription of the data was challenging
because there is no standardized method for
describing prosodic features. I basically used a
method called the “interlinear marking system,”
employed by Collins & Mees (2008). In this system,
“(p)itch patterns are indicated between an upper
and lower line corresponding to the highest and
lowest normal pitch range of the voice (p.135).” 1
slightly modified the transcription style in order to
describe divergent features between the two
research participants. While this method originally
describes the stressed syllables by lines (—) and
unstressed syllables by dots (¢), I kept making lines
longer until the speaker makes a pause, and
presented prominent divergent stresses separately

in order to make the data easy to see when referred

to in my discussion.

5. Problematic features found by the NS

For the examination of the data, I asked the

native speaker participant to listen to the
recording of the learner, and indicate such
features, if any, that could interfere with

understanding of what had been read. He then
referred to several sounds, such as weak /s/ /h/
and /f/ in “said,” “hate” and “footballer” as there
was short of aspiration. He also pointed out that
/8/ in “the” was substituted by /z/ and that there
was a vowel in consonant clusters included in the
“smart.” He

beginning of words such as

additionally mentioned, however, those

phonological features of the learner's reading did

g

CR/s

(20104 3 JD

not obstruct intelligibility for him, but the
stresses, rhythms, and intonations rather than
individual sounds made it hard to perceive what

had been read.

6. Other prominent features

In addition to the problematic features of the
reading suggested by the native speaker
participant, weak diphthongs are also prominent
in the learner's pronunciation. When the learner
pronounces words such as “gold,” “failed,”
“tomorrow” and “games,” the second vowel
within each diphthong 1s not clearly pronounced,
but the first vowel is simply extended instead. This
can be explained by Vance (2008), who suggests
that vowel-vowel sequences 1in the Japanese
language are often interchangeably pronounced
with the extended sound of the first vowel (p.63).

Not only diphthongs, but monophthongs are
also replaced by the sounds similar to the vowels
existing in Japanese. As there are only five distinct
vowels (/a/, /i/, /u/, /e/ and /o/) in Japanese
(Thompson, 1987, p.213; Okada, 1999, p.117; Vance,
2008, p.53), /&/, /p/, /3] and /A/, which are not in
often pronounced as /a/ as

Japanese, are

» o« » o«

appearing in “dad,” “had,” “much,” “perfect,” etc.
It i1s presumable that the learner decided how to
pronounce the word judging not from phonetic
rules, but from what the spelling of the word looks
like. When a word contains a letter “a” as in “had”
(/had/) or “was,” (/wpz/) for example, the learner
tended to produce an /a/ sound.

While vowels have been mainly discussed so far,
features of consonant sounds also need to be
examined. The difficulty with consonant clusters is
a common problem of Japanese learners, because
the Japanese language does not include as many of
1987). In

those as English does (Thompson,

accordance with former studies (e.g., Thompson,
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1987, p.214; Jenkins, 2007, p.174) /1/ is also a typical
phonological problem for most of the Japanese
learners. The learner of this study unexceptionally
has difficulty producing /l/, as in “looking," “love
ly," “footballer," “plays,” etc. With regard to this
characteristic of Japanese, Thompson (1987) points

“

out that /I/ and /r/ are “ ...both pronounced as a
Japanese /r/ (flap almost like a short /d/), causing
confusion in pairs like glamour and grammar,
(p.214). 7 As

of

for the
English,

election and erection

phonological features Japanese
Thompson (1987, p.213) also argues that Japanese
people often find 1t difficult to pronounce complex
sounds of English. The major basis of such
problems could be grounded on the feature of the
Japanese language, which does not require much
energy  (Thomson, 1987; Morizumi  2009).
Thompson (2009) draws on the cultural context and
further explains that soft speech is wusually
demanded in many social situations in Japan.

The more critical problem with the learner's
reading seems to lie within some prosodic aspects.
The native speaker reads the passage at a higher
speed, more loudly, using a moderately wide range
of pitch, with appropriate intonation regarding the
perceptibility of the content of the passage.
Compared to the learner's reading, it is obvious
that the native speaker reads much longer by one
exhalation without any pause. The learner's oral
reading, on the contrary, is so flat and intoned that
it is quite likely that any listener will find it
difficult to understand what has been read. At the
end of almost every word, although it is mostly
quite short and subtle, the learner makes a pause,
which consequently chops up the overall rhythm.
Stresses are wrongly put on some words such as

“superb” or “perfect.” In addition, while it is

regarded as a basic phonological rule that voiceless

plosives such as /p/, /t/, or /k/ are to be aspirated

when occurring at the beginning of a word like
(Graddol,
Cheshire and Swann, 1994), the learner's English

“today,"” “plays,” or “computer”
does not involve enough aspiration. Jenkins (2000)
studied a variety of “Englishes” spoken as a second
or foreign language and reports that Japanese
English was rated worst for correctness out of 10
countries. In her study, the respondents reported
that Japanese English was flat and included weird
pitches. With regard to the statement by Graddol,
Cheshire, and Swann (1994) that monotonous speech
1s not only difficult to listen to, but also difficult to

understand (p.58), this aspect of the learner's oral

English seems to need a great deal of improvement.

7 . Conclusions and suggestions for
improvement

The data of the current study show that “(w)e
cannot get rid of some particular sound habits
which have been acquired through our mother
tongue (Morizumi, 2009, p.78).” The data also
illustrate that the learner still lacks familiarity
and confidence with English. There is a great
possibility then that the learner can improve his
reading by wusing much more English both
receptively and productively. More specifically, I
would recommend the learner to put a high
priority on learning correct stress. Morizumi (2009)
argues that Japanese learners should pay more
attention to stress than intonation because correct
use of stress makes it easy for the listener to
understand what is read or said, even if it includes
some imperfect pronunciations. He also suggests
that learning stress is less difficult for Japanese
learners (Morizumi, 2009). Other suprasegmental
aspects such as rhythm, pitch, and length of
sounds also need to be improved, for which I would
suggest the learner to start practicing with shorter

sentences.
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Not only prosodic aspects, but some speech
sounds also need to be improved. The learner
should recognize that English has a wider variety
of sounds, in both vowels and consonants than his
L1, which is Japanese. It is necessary to stop
applying the rules of spelling and sound match in
Japanese to those of English. It is also necessary to
use a dictionary to find the correct position of the
word stress. Observations of how native speakers
move their mouth when they produce each sound
may be helpful. If the learner can keep on working,
he will gain more confidence, which could also
contribute to making his English easier to
understand.

Regardless of the approach which the learner
would take to improve his phonological and
prosodic skills, I would like him to be aware of
what he should aim to accomplish. The main
purpose of any remediation should not be to
become fluent like a “native speaker,” but rather to
increase intelligibility if one learns English as an
international language. Even native speakers could
have many different criteria for intelligibility. The
native speaker participant in this study stated, for
example, that he did not regard the learners' speech
sounds as being seriously problematic. However
there 1s always a possibility that the NS
participant thinks in that way because he has been
so accustomed to “Japanese English” from his long
experience living and working in Japan. Jenkins
(2000) mentions that “---’NS' teachers -- even if
bilingual -- cannot put themselves into the shoes of
L2 speakers of English and assess which
pronunciation features of different L2 Englishes
are intelligible and unintelligible to these speakers
(p.224).” Tt is therefore necessary to consider to
what extent, in which aspects and by whose
criterion L2 learners of English have to or do not

have to correct their English. I would suggest that

P

Fas

(20104 3 JD

every educational institution and 1ts teachers

should take this aspect of English as an
international language into account when English

is taught.
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Appendix

Original text: Only today Dad’s boss had said how much he was looking forward to meeting

Phonetics: /'ounli//te'de1//daedz//bbs//had//sed//hau//matf//h1://wbz//'lukin//'fo:wad //tu://'mi:tin/

JL divergence: [onri/ /daz/ /matf/ /'rukin /

JL intonation: ~ S T - _— \

NS intonation: w\/ = = = \_/—\L_l

Dad’s lovely son. “Of course’ll be bringing my boy, Bill,” said Big Boss. “He’s a great kid.
/dadz //'Iavli//san/.“[av/[ka:s// Ail//bi://b'rinin//ma1//bd1//b1l/“ /sed//big//bbs/. “/h1:z//3//gre1t//kid/.

/rabri/ /san/ /of/ /ko:s/ /air/ /boi / /se: id/ /kid/

A N NG A T /AN

Good as  gold. Smart as a whip. Superb footballer. Brilliant at  maths. Plays  trumpet
/gud//az//gould/. /[sma:t// az//a//wip/. [su:'pa:b//'f utbo:l a://'briljant/ /at//mabs/. /p'leriz//'tramp1t/

/gord/ /'su: pa:b/ /f ut'ba: ra//'brirjant/ /preiz/

- T T N TN TN L TN
T~ s N S /N _ _. — —

like a genius. Perfect manners.  Yep, I sure am proud of BIill.”

/Iatk//a//'dgi:n1as/. /'pa:fikt//'manaz/. /jep/, /a1//fua//am//praud//av//bil/.”

/ratk/ /pa'fekt/

—_ — / ~— -

N T~ —
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Dad tried not to hateBill. He failed.
/daed//traid//npt//tu://hert//b1l/. /h1:/ /fe1ld/.

/dad/ /not/ /bir/ /ferd/
e it o T
- P ~
- - N ~—~
“Now listen Henry,” said dad. “You’re coming to work with me tomorrow. I'm

“/nau//'lisn/, /'henri/,” /sed//dad/. “/jua//'kamin//tu://wa:k//wWId//mI1//tu'mbrav/. /atm/

/'risn/ /dad/ /wiz/

N - = T T _ T Al

NN - T T — T T~

warning you, my boss is bringing his son. From what I hear he’s perfect.

/'wa:nin//ju:/, /ma1//bbs//1z//b'rinin//h1iz//san/. /[fram//wbpt//A1//h13//hi:z//'pa:fikt/.”

/wa:nin/ /bos/ /san/

R N ~ = N\

o~ - > -/ N\

“Like me?” said Peter. “I’d love to meet him. We could swap deed ideas! Do

“/Ia1k/ /mi:/?" [sed//pi:ta/. “/a1d/ /Iav/ [t/ /mit/ /him/. [wi://kad//swbp//di:d//A1'd1az/! /du:/

/ratku/ /rab/ /swap/

NN AN
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you think he’d like to join my Best Boy Club?”
/ju://01nk//hid//lIatk/ /tu//dg3o1n/ /mA1/ /best/ /bo1z/ /kiab/?”

/ratk/ /bo1z//kurab/

- - - — = - - - _ -

“You’re going to Mum’s work,” said  Dad sadly. “I’'m  taking  Henry.”
/jua/ /gauin/ /tu/ /mamz/ [wa:k/,” /sed/ /daed/ /'sadli/. /a1m/ /['teikin//'henri/.”

/goin/ /wa:k/ /'sadri/

- - | —

/

“Cool!” said Henry. A day out of school! A day at the office!l “I want to play
“/ku:l/1” /sed//henri/. /a//de1//aut//av//sku:l/! /a//de1//at//B1//'DfIS/! “/AT/ /WDnt/ /tU//p'ler/

/a/ /'ofis/ /p'rei/

D A N D N N

N S

/

computer games. And eat doughnuts! And surf the web!”

/ka'mpju:ta//geimz/. /and//i:t//'daunats/! /and//sa:f//®a//web/.

/ko'mpju:ta//ge:mz/. /'do:nats/ /sa:hu//za/

S U N N

N _ N
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“NO!” said Dad. “An office is a place where people work. I want perfect behaviour.

“Inau/!” /sed//daed/. “/an//'bf1s//1z/ 3/ /pleis//we://pi:pl//wa:k/. [a1/ /wont//'pa:fikt//b1'he1vja/.

/no:/ /an//ofis/ /a//preis//wea:/

N >~ — - T T T~ — N0 7\

D N N RN

My boss is very strict. Don’t let me down, Henry.
/mna1//bbs//1z//'veri//strikt/. /daunt//let//mi://daun/, /'henri/.

/'beri/ /daunt/

“Of course 1 won’t,” said Horrid Henry. He was outraged. How could Dad think

“/av//ka:s/, /Ai//wont/,” [sed//'horid//'henri/. /h1://wbz//'avtreidsd/./hau//kad//dad//01nk/

/ohu//ko:s/ /wont/ /waz/ /kud//dad/

I
S N

such a thing? The only trouble was, how could Henry have any fun with a  boring

/satf//a//01n/? /B3//'ounli//'trabl/ /wbz/, /hau//kad//'henri//hav//'eni//fan//w1d//3//'bd:rin/

/sin/ /zi//'onri//toraburu//waz/ /kud/ /hab/ /wiz/

-~ - S = =

N V2 e N NN




Phonological and suprasegmental problems of a Japanese learner of English

goody - goody like Bill around?
/'gudi/-/'gudi//Ia1k/ /bi1l/ /3'raund/?

/ratk/

- -

N N A
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Examination of the class improvement

to raise learning motivation

— The class that utilized Structured Group Encounter —

Kazuhiko Soyama

Center for Teacher Education

The purpose of this study was to examine the class to raise the learning motivation of the students. The

object class was “the culture practice” that utilized Structured Group Encounter. 22 Students were given two

kinds of questionnaires :

a class satisfaction scale and self-description. As a result, it was suggessted that

the interactive lecture raised feeling of satisfaction and the learning motivation of the student. The results

showed that mutual relation between students in the class was very important element. In addition, it was

thought that the relation was important for the first year experience.

Keyword : learning motivation, Structured Group Encounter, first year experience
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Construction and Verification of Effective Methods for an Early
Exposure Learning in the 6-Year Pharmaceutical Education System

—Students-Directed Education Based on Small Group Learning—

Tadao Taguchi Tatsuo Ito Tsutomu Yoshida
Mikio Nishida Hideo Tanino Yumiko Komori
Tomiyasu Murata Yukihiko Noda

Faculty of Pharmacy
Department of Pharmaceutical Science

Abstracts: In 2006 the Faculty of Pharmacy, Meijo University introduced an early exposure learning method
into the first-year curriculum of the 6-year pharmacy education system, with the aim of “understanding of
patients”, “enhancing motivation to learn pharmacy”, and “experiencing the roles of pharmacists in clinical
settings”. This program consists of three approaches: (1) students-directed education, (2) a small group
learning (SGL), and (3) an age-mixing. From the results of questionnaire surveys answered by students in
2006, 2007 and 2008, it has been validated that the students well understood the purpose of the program and
realized the merits of SGL. The surveys also indicated that the present program well satisfied the first-year
students for enhancing their motivation to learn pharmacy in the 6-year education system. We should
continually challenge to enhance the quality of pharmaceutical education in our Faculty through such

approaches as early exposure learning methods.

Key words: early exposure learning, small group learning, students-directed education, age-mixing, motivation
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Consideration of Relationship

between Course Satisfaction and Ideal Classes

Shigeya Naritsuka

Faculty of Science and Technology

Department of Materials Science and Engineering

Based on the results of student course evaluation questionnaires, the relationship between course satisfaction

and ideal classes was discussed. As a result, it was found that it is not enough to guarantee an idea class

only by the course satisfaction, though it is an important parameter for evaluating classes. Conventional

course satisfaction is only a parameter for evaluating the degree of students' proactive participation and

Interest in the course. To attain an ideal class, other important factors should be required; fulfill minimum

knowledge of course, improve teaching technique, inspire the students et al.

Keyword : course evaluation questionnaire. course satisfaction. ideal class. learning motivation
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The Communicative Approach in EFL:

A teacher discussion of where we stand today

Tomoko Kawasaki”

Meagan Renee Kaiser”

1. Introduction

Defeng L1, at the University of Hong Kong, wrote
an article for Teachers of English to Speakers of
Other Languages (TESOL) Quarterly in 1998
entitled, “It's Always More Difficult Than You
Plan and Imagine”: Teachers' Perceived Difficulties
in introducing the Communicative Approach in
South Korea. The challenges and concerns of the
teachers in the study bore striking resemblance to
our own experience as English teachers, both in the
past and present in Japan. It also highlighted for
us, as teachers who have worked in both English as
a Second Language (ESL) settings (United States)
and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) settings
(Japan), the sizeable contrasts between these two
types of learning environments.

This paper revisits several of the challenges
expressed by the Korean teachers who participated
in the study and discusses the similarities to the
Japanese learning context. Through comparison
with Li's study, this paper aims to illustrate the
challenges that existed decade in

a ago

Communicative Language Learning approaches in

Japan, to describe our personal current experience
in implementing Communicative Teaching in our
own EFL classrooms today, and to identify
possible avenues of exploration leading toward
overcoming the challenges which still, for us as
classroom EFL teachers, remain. This paper is

meant to be a discussion rather than an

examination of  Communicative Language
Teaching and will hopefully be a jumping off point

for future empirical research.

2. The Classroom of The Past

Challenges from the Teachers' Perspective

Two major concerns were discussed by KEnglish
teachers in Li's study that had, based on personal
experience as a teacher in Japan and through
conversations with colleagues, direct parallels in
Japan; a lack of self-confidence felt by teachers in
speaking and difficulties with communicative
teaching strategies stemming from student
expectations of teachers. Communicative language
learning is not simply about practicing oral/aural

skills in English, but for the teachers it was their

1) Chapter 2 & 3 (parts of Japanese Teacher)
2) Chapter 1, 3 (parts of Foreign Teacher), & 4
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biggest concern.

According to Li (Li, 1998, p.686), many Korean
English teachers regarded their speaking and
listening skills as inadequate to provide effective
communicative teaching in the classroom. Many
1t appears, also

English teachers in Japan,

considered their speaking skills to be lacking,

especially if sociolinguistic competence and
communicative  strategies are taken into
consideration.

We feel this parallel may exist in both countries
due to the reality that in many cases EFL teachers
were and are attempting to acquire speaking skills
through living in a country where English is rarely
an option for negotiating their day to day lives. In
contrast, teachers in an ESL setting for example,
have more opportunities to acquire sociolinguistic
communicative competence because natural
English 1s readily available and necessary to
maintain their lives.

The second important concern, for our purposes,
expressed by the teachers in Li's study (Li, 1998, p.
688) was student expectations of the teacher. There
were significant parallels here as well.

Japanese teacher's voice:

When I started teaching junior high school in
Japan, I felt that I was expected to answer all
questions that students asked. If I failed in
answering, I was concerned that I might lose
respect from the students. In my life experience as
a Japanese student, when teachers could not
answer a question, students were apt to consider
the teacher as unqualified. Junior high school
English classes both then and now contained 35 to

40 students; therefore, it was very difficult for a

teacher to pay enough attention to all students.

Once students started to talk, a teacher felt a risk
of losing control of the whole classroom. Since
Japanese students were accustomed to a lecture-
based they preferred following

lesson, an

instruction to creating their own ideas. Students
found themselves comfortable when they followed
the direction properly and got correct answers. In
a large classroom, there was a tendency that both
students and teachers preferred a lecture style.

It was easier to feel well-prepared and full of

confidence in grammar-focused lessons.

Challenges from the Students' Perspective

Based on prior experience and even recent student
evaluation surveys, similar to the Li study, some
students felt that they “were not learning
anything if they didn't learn new words and
grammar in class.” (Li, 1998, p. 691) We believe this
perhaps can be attributed to exam focus and
accumulated prior classroom experiences of the
students.

According to the Japanese Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT,
2003), English is taught as the first foreign
language in junior high school and high school,
therefore most Japanese students learn English for
at least six years. Furthermore, the Ministry
expresses the following as part of its philosophy
of English education for Japan (Toyama, 2003,
para. 4):

‘For children living in the 21st century, it is
essential for them to acquire communication
abilities in English as a common international
language. In addition, English abilities are
important in terms of linking our country with the
of the obtaining the world's

rest world,

understanding and  trust, enhancing our
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international presence and further developing our
nation.’

Despite the best intentions of the Ministry, the
goal of learning English that many students set
for themselves however, is not communicative, but
rather based on passing entrance examinations for
higher-level high schools or universities. In Japan,
most entrance examinations around the time of
Li's Korean study focused almost exclusively on
grammar and reading comprehension. The
students' goal of passing the exam would have had
little to do with English communication.

English was an academic and theoretical means to
achieving a purely academic goal for many. This is
in contrast to ESL students, who usually see
English study as a means acquiring a very
necessary communication tool.

Prior classroom experiences also played a role in
difficulties for implementing Communicative
Teaching. Japanese students expected a good class
to be one in which their teachers dispensed
knowledge while the students took notes and
listened to their teachers. Most prior experience
with classroom culture indicated that keeping quiet
and working alone was proper behavior. Not only

teachers but also students were afraid of making

mistakes.

3. The Classroom Today
In the Japanese university program that we will
discuss specifically here, students are grouped into

levels which are: Basic, Elementary, Pre-

Intermediate, Intermediate and  Advanced.
Students receive instruction two times a week in 90
minute sessions. One session is led by a Japanese

teacher of English and the other session by a
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foreign teacher. The Japanese teacher is primarily
responsible for Listening and Reading activities
and the foreign teacher is responsible for Speaking
and Writing. The Teacher/Researchers in this
study are working with students at the Basic,

Elementary, and Pre-Intermediate levels.

Grammar Focused vs. Communicative Approach

Foreign teacher and Japanese teacher's voices:
The communicative challenges of students today do
not seem to be that different from 10 years ago.
The student focus on the entrance exam for
university still exists, according to our students.
On the student evaluation reports filled out at the
end of the semester, some talked about grammar-
focused classes at high school to pass the entrance
examination. Students said that in Junior High
some lessons were communicative, but that high
school was primarily grammar focused. By
walking around the university or any local high
school, it is also easy to see that outside of the
English classroom Teacher Centered Lecture style
is still very much the norm in many cases.
Student prior experience then, is still very much
the Teacher Centered grammar classroom. The
change to a communicative atmosphere can still be
a shock at the beginning. Many students said in
that they enjoyed the

their  evaluations

communicative atmosphere and wanted to

communicate more, but sometimes the same
students and others as well felt that they were not
learning as much in this new type of environment.
When we engage in communicative activities, there
often 1s not a clear right and wrong answer.
Students are asked to write or talk about their

opinions and experiences with much less specific

grammatical feedback than they are accustomed
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to. For many, this is an uncomfortable situation.
One positive change is that we understand more
these days about scaffolding communicative
activities in the EFL classroom, than perhaps we
did 10 years ago. We scaffold in ESL as well, but in
a classroom of students who are used to a passive
learning environment, such as the one our students
are telling us they have experienced in their young
education, it is ever so much more important. It
helps communication for them to have at least
some vocabulary and grammar patterns to hold on
to. Listing and eliciting useful vocabulary and
sentence patterns before beginning an activity can
help these learners. Modeling conversations or
discussing writing assignment examples 2 or 3
times before beginning a freer activity also helps.

Low English Proficiency

1998, .690)

L1 (L, identified low English

proficiency 1n students as a challenge to
communicative teaching which was reported by the
teachers in the study. 10 years on in Japan as well
we are finding this to be a hurdle.

Teachers voices:

Even though students have trained to earn a
higher score on entrance examinations, which

these days include listening and reading
comprehension sections; their lack of competence in
receptive skills, we feel, is still an issue when they
reach the university classroom. EFL students are
in the circumstance where English input is limited;
therefore, there is a tendency that students are
overwhelmed by having extensive listening tasks,
whether it be in the form of a recording of some
sort or needing to pay attention to the speech of
peers or the teacher. This is in stark contrast to

ESL students who have constant opportunities for

experiencing both extensive and i1ntensive
listening. In short, our EFL students are not as
accustomed to listening to English and can be
easily discouraged by the uncomfortable feeling of
not understanding what they hear, a condition
that most ESL students have long since gotten
used to. Here 1s where we are starting to see the
need for really talking with the students about
how we learn and the goals for these activities. For
them, it is learning a new classroom learning
culture and we need to support that before we can
move further forward. Also, since EFL students
are more limited in their amount of English input,
pre-listening activities, such as directly teaching
important new vocabulary, introducing the scene
of a conversation, and providing some key
sentences greatly assist students' understandings.
In addition, especially when using recorded media
1s important to introduce the culture behind the
conversation. ESL students are able to picture the

scene of listening portrayed in most textbooks

from their experience; however, EFL students have

not experienced life in a different culture;
therefore, a guide about the culture often
necessary to facilitate the students'

understandings. Visual aids, as opposed to sound
only tasks, such as TV-shows, video clips and
pictures can help create a context to reinforce
listening competence as well as engage students'
attention.

In reading/listening class, extensive reading has
been implemented at this university. Students are
required to read certain number of words in books
depending on their levels. To achieve the class

work goal, students are expected to read English

books not only in class but outside of the classroom
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as well. This 1s the only outside contact with
English for most of the students, but it is a positive
beginning. Students start reading easy and simple
English books; for instance, picture books and
children books and then gradually move to more
difficult stories as their competence and confidence
mmproves. Extensive reading facilitates students'
ability to grasp the big picture of a story and
seems to be helping students access more natural
English at their own pace. This focus on grasping
the big picture, we hope, will help students with
not only their proficiency, but with their tolerance

for ambiguity as well.

Little motivation for communicative competence

Another point discussed by the teachers in Li's
study was a lack of motivation for communicative
competence by students (Li, 1998, p. 690). This does
not imply an overall lack of motivation for
learning English, but one specifically related to
communicative activities. To a certain degree, this
issue was discussed earlier in the paper, but here
we will talk about it specifically as it relates to the
university classroom.

Japanese teacher's voice:

This 1ssue exists in Japanese EFL as well as in
South Korea. In the case of ESL, students are
usually in the environment where they study with
students from multiple cultures, and they must use
English as a common language to communicate
and to be successful in classroom. EFL students,
can communicate and be

on the other hand,

successful in most activities in the classroom
without continuously using English. The outcome
of a task may be production in English, but the
process of negotiating how to accomplish the task

1s likely to be done in Japanese, for example.
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Japanese students cannot find the necessity of
English to communicate with others in their
immediate lives.

Foreign teacher's voice:

Because there is little need for English in daily life
In Japan, some students seem to have a very
difficult time imagining how or when they would
ever need English in the future. English class is
simply a task they have to get through on their
way to a degree that may have some vague
relevance in the future. Since that is the case,
trying to foster internal motivation to
communicate in a language they cannot foresee
using can be an uphill battle. I feel more need in the
EFL classroom to set goals for my students than I
did in ESL. The ESL student, generally, can see the
relevance in daily life, but sometimes in EFL we
need to help our students imagine where the future
might take them. We say that English can open
doors in their future and that they may need it
someday, but sometimes I think those statements
are perceived by students as spook tactics to get
them to study rather than being the truth. Doing
more to show concrete examples of Japanese who
use English in their lives, I think would help to

change this situation for the better.

Resistance to class participation: Teacher-oriented

vs. Student oriented

Japanese teacher:

As mentioned previously in this paper, Japanese
students expected their teacher to be a provider of
lecture a decade ago; however, it seems that the
students' perspectives have been changed little by
little. On the students' evaluation, students said
that they had positive attitude toward group

activities in which they can share their opinions
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with their peers and have more opportunities to
speak English than lecture-type of class. A group is
usually consisted of three or four members, and
throughout the lesson, pair-work and group-work
are carried out within a group. While having a
group activity, teachers can have more individual
student interaction than 1in teacher-centered
settings through walking around the classroom
and providing some advice to support the students'
work; in addition, students can support each other
to accomplish their tasks. However, some issues
remain in an EFL setting. Students tend to switch
to their own native language to accomplish a task
in a group activity because for them their native
language 1s the communication facilitator not
English.

Furthermore, even though the Japanese students
seem to have started being more willing to accept
the student-centered class, they still tend to expect
that a teacher provides detailed instruction. In a
larger class where we have 16 to 30 students, even
though they are divided into some groups, it is
difficult to encourage all the students to keep
participating in activities. The students are still
apt to play it safe, be passive, and wait for another
direction to be provided. Thus, a student-centered
class is more acceptable for students than a decade
ago; however, there still remain difficulties in
terms of less English usage in the classroom and
less motivation to continue activities by students
themselves.

Foreign teacher:

Students in most classes are indeed willing and
interested in participating 1n communicative

speaking activities if they clearly understand what

1s expected of them. This is a positive change from

years past 1t seems. I find that as a foreign
teacher, speaking activities that do not quite work
well are often due to misunderstood directions or
poorly formed groups, which can be fixed, or for
the reasons expressed above by the Japanese
teacher.

An additional challenge that has surfaced recently
has not been in the teaching of speaking skills, but
rather in writing. It seems like students have a
basic understanding of why we speak to
communicate in class, and that some degree of
error 1s ok, but this kind of writing for
communication appears to be a very new concept to
most. When giving a writing assignment, my goal
for the students is often for them to respond with
their ideas and opinions to something that we have
read, watched, or discussed. Other times, among
other activities, the purpose is for students to
think together about a topic and write answers to
questions that are assessing their comprehension
skills. When we go over these assignments together
to check the answers, there too the focus is
primarily on written communicative competence ,
1.e. does the answer make sense? Some checking of
grammar 1s done, but it 1s not the main focus.
Therein lies the difficulty. For many students it
seems that foreign language writing should always
equal grammar correction. Like the students in
Li's Korean study, some students feel they are not

learning anything unless grammar correction is

going on.

4. Further Research
Teachers' Perspectives:
The Communicative English classroom is designed

as a place where students are expected to use
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English to communicate with others. We have
noticed that once Japanese students are provided
the instruction clearly, they can proceed in the
tasks by themselves and start acquiring the
techniques to communicate. One possible area we
would like to explore in the future for overcoming
existing challenges is talking on a meta-cognitive
level with students about how we learn language
and on a concrete level why we do so.

Relatedly, the use of rubrics to better explain to
students what the desired outcome of an activity is
would be an activity we would like to explore.
Student perceptions being tied to motivation, an
additional subject for future study would be
looking with an open mind again at the importance
of direct grammatical instruction in conjunction
with communicative teaching techniques. It would
be worthwhile to look carefully at how much of
each type of instruction we should be doing to
maximize student learning in EFL.

Finally, working to learn more about increasing
tolerance for the unknown among EFL students in
the classroom in order to help further reduce
anxlety and encourage interaction with the

language as well as with peers 1s a direction we

would like to explore.
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HOBVWEDTHWI ELHLNTDH 5,
CCTHOIBEOHTIT> TV B DIE, FERITIE
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NiEEEBEL / KEoEEFREL, BALLo57
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HEWHRLATL OO LA LTV XS icllbhn s,
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ExRTarx v 2FIACKZOLNERT LR
blhizwv, EfE= I34]) [H<C) &FEL50E
A TH A 90
TNICEFZM S SEEH EFEHN LT 58
BEECUIVEL TEZA S L REELAARTSH
5o FIEEDC L 2EATH, KUIBHES T L ¥V
F—vaYORiiZiE, ¥4 (GET) N&ETLE [F
WT] 45, ELITEEHELLBERLTVS, &
72 CECRL A1 ZHH#E12 L7 DELF (7 5 v 3B
HAEAE) AlOXHERBIOERRBIF. 7 7 5 v 25EH,
LOMRIEED XS BIBAE. HinEEXFHELL
TOREKZ I A VEMEETH A 50 KNS KA
PHYOLG OB D OHREEFES DI,
L] BExzogx [H] LihsdTchs

BEALE

5%

[R5 fcoicid THWT] 25, [HFs] o
KREE»S [3EL] TOE T ENRELDTH 5,
2.2 RIELHRE

SEIEHE. 25 (réception) » F&(F (productio
n) « f#HEAEM (interaction) « fififr (médiation)® 4
DI SN BN, oMY S RICEE S, LD
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SRENREBRBBEICHE > VWTWE, b2 EE%E
FOMmD ML 56T BE R, [d 2 MEc
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kvonsEiRiFEALE L, HEEH. Wb
5 [25E] IK3baTHAS, TITRHEFOIHT S
Wtz an, MFOS5CE% THVT) Higd
BRHEHHTL %, JEicd 7 DELF A1 L5 RER
bHPEE EORLE, 71— NiTELNBEEW- 12
THIROAH, HOP R EDOBBRAFE LB -Tw3",
XFEROLE

9 [FE] CEpncEmThE, BYSISHics
PRIAE [EXAD] TENTERLVTHA DY,

2.3 X=& [fE3]1 2 &

PIbo &5z A G/ OBE % R AR, [1EX] 133X
FHO, X% (fF5] 2&Thy, BEXZEOE
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mLHENTAH L, BillZE [Gial- T #@aE
AECTHEW - 7o 2 B2 REH SR L,
THICE > TRFLIEFERET 5, BES L
FHBHTI Y 2=y —va VICHEREENEZRE

FHCiEC Lo eEnTxsLBbN S,

by KT ILDEHEY — KDL AL

3. BRENGIES ZLDEK
REDREMEICABANCKRICEXTE WL
D, Al LTV 38N, OAREE 7 5 v
BT HHETH B, LWV HITOVTTH S,
3.1 BAXBBZHESLTSEHILE
KFHITIE > THOHD THI, RSN 72 FRIE
D, LhrdbBIcl ~2[ OFEEEVS T EEEZD
&L HE. SEETPEZ LM T HAEEHE
bfrd sl L3, BERAARETHD. $HEHTH S
LHEbnisv, f2& 213, Francoise RATZLAFF
. OSHIC X BEXCHME 20 Aniciilsxs 7 —=
ELemXohT, K¥EICE > TR, BEE &Y
FTARENEFE, [ SEMD L -0 LIcBIRZ
THME] BH Y, [Z¥EPCOETT> HESE
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OFFHE 2, ZHEELBOHSEOMEE [H] %
THAWS C & xAlfEicd 5 | Ll RTW3Y, ik,
il BB < OFESCIZBI L T Martine CARTON & 7K
MRl [EBRICRPEEREATHYORNEES
BLAP o AEREOEHGEIZERL TV DTH

D] THAED [+ 75 v 2EHEOHFELEKS
X917 5 v ABEBFHEEBETNETEIRVWEA
I ERELTVAEY,

WA 578 - TV B HARGEE BRI A
BB, 79 v AGBEHABLESHETH S, &
BOHIEHIZDPUTVEN, PEOELLZEDOTH
5E0V0HTE, WE-T, BV ENINIE, T
N&E7 7 v ZAERICTHIELT 2 BENFEICH 5 D72,
twrEaE, FFREMSE R LN REED
LaRcagtchrH Eillbins,

3.2 FhEddZ&

ST, EBICT7 S VAETEVRLLOXXE [{E5 ]
KREI LSV EAEI N2 RITsIHL i
OhT, CARTON « /KEF i, (AVEC A 5% O b
HOIHOBEEE L TOARAT S L FEL SN
XThDEBEEES LTODEY, FMARLICH - T
BiBRET 5 &5 BB, S OBATIE, 2
M7 BHEERER L2 A SGEMICIE L i
THI LK EN SN, EbThEHPDT7 5 v &
ENEARNE RO P TED K D BERERS.
EoxkHicsnisr Vol SICHEEELT S
XEMANLTTLE S ] Bhnd 57,

FLoOREB» S+ niE, ThTh, FAER. £7244
(LB AN O (authentique) 7 5 v ZEEREZ S
ZITERVHOBEE» 5. AN TXEFE->TAH
5 EiWEE AR > Tw s LS I bNn b, fib
REOHITHZH, H1a<cT, ~FLLTO¥Y
FED¥HE R, HEBEEME > 7o e AN2FEEE-
THBE, EEIFEITH LT,

Aya : Bonjour !

Luc : Salut! Il fait chaud aujourd'hui.

Aya : Oul, vraiment chaud.
Luc : Tiens,tu portes une jolie jupe *blanc(he).
Tu l'as *acheté(e) ou ?
Aya : Merci. Je l'ai *acheté(e) & Osu *trois jours
avant (il y a trois jours).
Luc : Ah bon. Je ne suis pas encore allé a Osu.
Aya : Alors, ony va?
Luc : D'accord. C'est une bonne idée.
(A:CAIRBE! L:ivs | 5HEBVA, A
Shy FY BV, LIdbh, SLVEHVRA -
MEIWT 2R, ECTH-7D? AIHOMED,
3HHAI. KHTH 72D X, L1 Z9he FEFRKR
ST S EBVAT, ATk ofTT 5, ?
L:ivudk, 20 e, WWA,)
VS| fMirVEEVWES L bDD, HLF RS
&L Lz liotoo BAMELEZANTVS
LI BEAA BRE KiK. BEFEOMWT, &
REKGHBE, ThETIE - LIS FUERBZE
EICH D A TW 3",
o obird Xk oiT, MIREET. BHO#H
Tl T &AM O L WHEIPH TS 5123,
O daGm FAE THFACOVWTHETD 2&E
LicsrE e e i i /<
J'aime beaucoup la viande. Et vous ? (FLIFAD &
THIFETT, H72E?) — Moi, je préfére le
poisson. (Fhid\ FDTTHMEF & THR,)
@ zohcHiT s EEFEHRETFEST 2 BIAR,
F5d aimer OTLH HaA OPERL, EieEqA)
® [EU &2 mGHHE THRELEF-T (FV
T/ELT 45
Vous aimez le café ? (H57cida——BHFETT
» ?) — Oui, jaime beaucoup le café. Mais mes
parents préférent le thé. (IZWv, Fhlda—e -2
TOHHETYT, THLMBEALARD LM ETY )
o ko, T$h%Ed5] TLE2ETREHKL

TV DBV VDTIRIEWIEA I D ?
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T LT, Wi EE L L LY
M2, fXSABELZVEVI P HFTIE,
FlLxzhTEHLTLE >EGE, TN OB
B hEDIL LB >TLEHBNNH 5,

WG OWELRT BIcid, T TRXEE [H
ZBXERAL TREL ZWCHA L EERT
EABBEZ TV [EXxfzvw & GEltnwd &
= [MED 9] BRoZ L& LTS K oicdhn

FOVWOVWDOTIRBEWEAI»?

4. FEELHM

[7 9 Y AFEDOXEFHAT, TNESEITLEN O,
HAEOX A7 5V AGBICLTHL | —ZDLHN
HUflA & L TARERRE Lo o, B 2 KT
WRCURIH 7 5 v XGB 5 TH %,

4.1 FBE

4.1.1 HBOREDT

JFHIE LT 1HFRD7 5 v 2B 1~ 4 2@ERK
B O QEREDZHET 205, EBITIE X 0 DINCEE
L3, 484, I~40FhhroBofREE L
TFHELES ETa7EEDLEIBV, 1~41F48
FHEHESE I 2= —va YRIHOAMI »
I, I T« IICHY 4 205, b & LT ia
M BN L v algahzunisiclbnsg, £
Ty 79 VAEL BRUOBRHIE YD 6 OHEL L
ISR LGN
O HEOHE b 2R ARG O B
EBUE « AR EO LI ERETER L, K
Boala=r—va o ciEfTtxsLdcd

T3

5T &

Fas

(20104 3 JD

@ KoM SGEIE (@5 E R O o Rl
Skt ko HES TEBETI &M S ) %,
H A T O AL O & W I 2 U T HERg L
ZTOEHICENS 2 &

® JRAT « WIRIAE 2 IE L 7o 25ERB - XEERBL
DG EEGD S T &

@ HLORANEORZHRITHibN 25 « £HAEY
FL. PRWE - b2 AdE s s « KB
bz &

® 77vaxfuicHllis, Bxuicdd 2B0%
Ro & &b, @ AfMEICH 2R 5 &
sl EBbiFonks,

4.1.2 #8%H

7 5 2D NBEBHIFEDHTE~1 0% THD, ¥
BIEZ. 7TV TORFHEBAE OB 2 7~ 1 FHO
HTHDBLI, PREE2ENH L, AFRT I VR
BAER LI, bEVIRAERIT 5 v REBS EIEEL
&9 & LHEBIC>VTIE, EU ® PACS (#EH
D IC o2 VWTHID 720 & o o EPEE, RE I
PR L 7o & W o 1BEEZ O b DD BHL Dl
ZLDEED Vo h7 T VR T>TAHIZWDR S
EhHIF TV B,

DA FZ GO I HBEEZIRDE->Th, 7
>vva YEEOT 5 Y ROHMERADEE, &
v A=y 72y yry BRI EOBHEIEH TO
MEMEE V5 R EE B EES CmIchbD, 75
v AGEE T ORI L O o [FAK
AFEELOV] [GELIZV] S0 mBEFHO¥END
OB EN R, 20TON T 5 v 2RITEERICE
FTWw3,

4.2 %M

DL BFEEFEOEL, EEITI PO DED
b 2FEBEAEEIANLAS S, Lido BEICH)=
T BITIE D& D BHMEERNS 2 O bR
HTd 279
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4.2.1 BMOEEEM

O 7 ) v MR SEEIC K > TR T
BB, WIEELBNS, Lo EEFEINIE
Lo F+ 2 b OHHEE L,

SfEE LT

O ZHEF1IFEROEREZEET. ZRLTVS
Bmanzun, HHTFR NHRRL LD, KEE
EZ oM EFRHOBHBEHEICH > T2 b0
WEE LW,

@ it A7 BAFH - B E L 28500
TOHAMNB2IEIZT TITHE L TLBREANRZL
DT, B (bxo&Licbh 5 TADxdIEEE)
ERELLZLONHEE LU,

® HuRAMToOHEXFEHEZPLE L, 454D
DIl BnwTENS, BB EYRRY -V EFE
Nsb0BHMHMEBLV,

@ g &Blz, XRoPTEE LEHTE 568
NEBLLEDIT, HIBREORESOE & - B
FTELXSINTVEEFEXTH L LR SN 5,
® P SO LR R U 725 A b 1
BBEEO,
® 1loFET, 1#HIKDLDNEEDEE L L,
Vsl EMNEZ SN,

4.2.2 BETORERHM

Dbk ustaedb Eic#EL, 75 v R§ES

BXU6OFET, EBRICEZERER L 20,

il FEFETvesvarvibr2]
E=FF 2006)

Th b,

ik (Lecon) (1 ~—vF DT,
EEAROARI D HW 7 5 v 2 Ntk & = D KA

(HRARFEEZGOYE « 2 N edii & Lic AP

bR AR

@ ZFHl(Expression) : HHAZHE L TAXHO—X

ZWOHLIzbD, BLUPZDOT > )T -V gV

® X (Grammaire) : ¥¥ 4 3 XEHLEE SO
P & = iSRS (REOHR [V 53y

Moy 1] G 1 ~10. 1 ~4080) 25, FIFKF 4R
KROFEIEH WO K-> TWB0T, ThLEDIHE
EP)

@ FHEEE L - @ikt Lic, &2l 3
~ b o
D 4 EBHEERIC S > TV B,

DX SRR A>T L 1 Bl (Situation)
R L. SEEA T &I, REBEEOBMNEE
H (Révision) @I —F =M1 X=VF2%F LN
TWV2, BEICDEM -7 MM 3R &ME
6 D SRk - TV 5,

5. ZEIDEEHRE
5.1 X&&L%GS MMEX] FE
INSDMEX R, [E] XEW-Th, HEDK
REWDARDOAS « P« HEFEOHDO VI N
WOXEETIVE L, BRI ANE A TIEKATRES
BANEFIEALETH D, TTTR 7V =544 —
ThH BV 7 4 BEFEOKEAEZ T 5, HiHl12 (45
~48H) DIEXRTE 6 b 4 FZH D EF7zv,

] & A

(D FAFIORHT T 3 ) —ER2S5HRMBH O £ 7,

J'al rendez-vous avec Emilie & dix heures.

Q) oAt 7 0 2IfTL v, Az L= —

IZHED £ L.

J'al pris l'ascenseur pour aller & son bureau.

B) FoF L nitFHEELE S BuEdn?

Comment trouvez-vous son nouveau travail ?

W [BrFRLILVWIERHEDTTH]
Moz &ETlsa5m?]

Je voudrais vous demander quelque chose.

— De quoi s'agit-il ?
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5.2 =FHOWMYMEHLMEESR
5.2.1 —%8 (20074)
5.2.1.1 —FBHDIMEH

COFKEE, INoESUMEEZREE LTHE
TlERk LIRHT 2TERE Lice TOBRELT Y v
M BEIZIEC TR~ & £ 7V X O &
fER L, Ero, BHINESEBEALR LIS

FE I L T, &8T5 ET7vid. 465D
K+ &2ihdh @ J'ai rendez-vous avec Matthieu
Villon a quatorze heures. (¥ F a2 — « 7 1 2 v &
AEURICZ S KRB HD £9) THE, TOXIE,
CORDIEH NI EFonTH o, #MEE
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(oA 7 4 213 ABEICH D £F) D son bureau
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32 < DBA THIE R pour+ AEa ] % f > THH
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ZLT. TOXHIBHE, 75 v B

(3 Tl 46RBE I D Comment trouvez-
vous sa nouvelle voiture ? (#(Z) DF LW HEZE S
BOEdn»?) 270V E LTRR LI, [#£E
. AX» 5 Zz0F £k = s o Comment le
trouvez-vous ? (ZN(=FDFLH) % L5 BVE )
LW S HREE AR EFZ ST AT > T B DT,
SRR & LCRAEY & Bbnrz, travail ((EF)
EWHHEREZ, FNHFEThs I ESIFEL T
BERLLSDBDTH -2, FEALDORED,
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THO, Hal « FrAEEE « EEEF O h1b
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EREBL TV EAHIAL 70,
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TWEWTr =255 5 2 Eb»r -1,
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K D RE D
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ZEThH B,
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HizE (I love you.) &#EWL, 75 v

%o

5.2.1.2 —FHOME=
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B 2 [AlE RIS - 72 () Tld, Y Lozl
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N=—F =B | LVIHFHITHD, TOXH,

B O BEAR R

EDLD

WKL VWT WS DD

L &5 &L T, nouvel
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1. HBEORRICIONT

Q1. &5l 1. 8 2. %
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Q10. TREBEA#HI—F 1(Asnonirsozcrm) ZRICEHLTOETM?
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1. B 2. &xt 3. EBLELERLL
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Q22. HET=-OREREBICRBEDTIELESMRCOVELERNETD,

1. 0~20m (FEHIZIELY) 2. 21~405 (L) 3. 41~60/A (E&)

5. 81~100& (FEHEIZELY)

Q23. LI TOEBIZET5F—7—FIZ2LW T, REBEDDOH DX —T—FERULE,
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