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Book Review: The Citadel
Tomoki Uno

This

Manson.

called

He first arrives at a mine as an

is a novel about a doctor
assistant doctor and works his way up to be-
come a doctor he wants to be since then. He
meets a woman who teaches children at
school in that area. He gets married to her
and moves to another larger town where he
grows his reputation as a good skillful doc-
tor. After he's gone through a trouble with
some of the people in the town and nearly
lost his license, he decides to move to London
to open a practice. As days go by, he meets
the other doctors in London, and sees how
He

starts to think of money as a measure of

they make money and become rich.
how successful a man 1s. He gets to know
many rich people and buy another practice
to deal with them. But eventually, money
can't change him. An event reminds him of
the feeling he had in his first days as a
yvoung doctor. He realizes that what he was
doing 1s wrong in principle with a great feel-
ing of regret. He apologize his wife that he
hasn't listened to her advice and tells her
And

that makes his wife Christine so happy once

about a blueprint for his future plan.
again. Now, he wants to build a hospital in
a relatively small town where he and two of
share the
knowledge together to offer patients best

his friends work together and
treatments. Manson, Denny and Hope, these
three of the doctors are the experts in differ-
But a sad
thing happens to Dr. Manson like a bolt of

ent fields of medical practice.
lightning out of the blue. His darling wife,
Christine 1s hit by a bus on her way back
home just when she has brought a lump of
cheese at the store. It is an accident and she
1s dead. He breaks down greatly and takes

to his bed for weeks. But his long time

friend Denny is never going to let him live
in this way for long. He takes Manson to
the country and tries to cure his pain of los-
ing her. At first, it doesn't seem to work
out but gradually, the nature of the beauti-
ful country begins to affect his feelings. The
story ends here.

As a review for this book, I'd say this is the
The
story never got me bored until I finished
Since the author had
served as a medic in the British navy, he
The story
kept me curious about the various treat-
I think,

guessing from the author's experience as a

one of the best books I've ever read.

reading this book.

knew about disease very well.

ments he gave to his patients.

medic, this story reflects his own opinion
about the ideal medical system in UK.

I was interested in Mason's feelings and
thoughts which are changing throughout the
story. Especially, the part where he came
back to his true self and then faces the death
of his wife nearly brought tears in my eyes.
Although this book doesn't say what he did
after that, I was deeply moved by his deter-
mination to change the medical system that
couldn't give an equal opportunity to receive
the necessary treatment to everyone living in

UK.
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"Now we're even,"said the mouse.
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Curious George

1A10 No,4 Ryoko Ohno
Hello.
My name is Ryoko Ohno. I announce about
my favorite picture book from now. But, I am
sudden. I have a question to you. Have you
looked picture books? Maybe, everyone
answers "yes!" Picture books are loved by
many people and many countries. So I loved it
too. I read many many 1t too! In that,
especially I love this book. The name 1is
"Curious George" I announce about "Curious

George"

I have two reasons why I decided 1t. I spoke it
some time ago. Because I read and love this
picture book since I was child. And When I
enter this school, I found it of English version.

I was interested in it.

By the way, who 1s curious George? It was
written by MARGRET & H.A.REY.

This story is set in New York City. George
from Africa was gone out by the man in
wearing yellow hat. George likes imitation. So
he wants to be mimic. He 1s mimicking In
New York City.

Next, I speak about this book of popularity.
George 1s loved all over the world. It was
translate into 12 languages! And it was
publish twenty million! So 1t was big

Bestseller!

Next, I speak when it A year of publication In
First Time, The original work was published
in 1947. Japanese version was published in1954.
By the way, when my mother was an
elementary school student (1 grader), she
read 1t on Japanese textbook. So George has

been loved for long time.




Next, about the difference between Japanese
and English. There are Writing of titles The
original work in English is curious George.
Japanese in a literal translation is "mimic a
baby monkey". After author's death, now

Japanese 1s "George of a monkey".

Curious George plays actives part except
picture books. In 2006 curious George was
made into a movie but it wasn't shown in
Japan ¢ ¢ * however shown on Japanese TV!
It 1s broadcasting every Saturday! A TV
station 1s NHK education. It begins from
8:35 am. There are The difference between
books and animation. A little totch of pictures.

My opinion, my favorite picture is books one.

Many George Goods 1s sold various places.
Please see these. They were sold in USJ. It 1s

sold online.

I spoke in this way; my fever is not cool off.
So my fever is forever.

Thank you for listening.
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b — 3. W% / — bExtensive reading approach
satisfies intelligence curiosity

Dk Al (IR I 2 )

Status Quo: Problems with English Education in
Japan

It has been argued that learning English at
school in Japan is not necessarily expected to
lead to a good command of English, although it
has been widely recognized that this issue is
one of the most pressing problems to be solved
as relevantly and expeditiously as possible.
Unfortunately, it is very far from the case that
every student who attempts to learn English
succeeds; contrarily it is considered that the
figures for successful language learners are
depressingly, even shamefully, low.

There have been a broad variety of stand-
points from which the way of teaching English
at high schools has been criticized. What has
relentlessly been condemned stems supposedly
from the reality that the communicative skill
in English common to ordinary students is
incredibly poor despite the great efforts they
are putting into their language study. This
phenomenon has conceivably been attributed to
miscellaneous facets, some of which are worth

mentioning briefly hereafter.

Teachers' Claim

Some language teachers insist that the
currently existing framework within which
students have to learn English compels
teachers to employ nothing but the controver-
sial grammar-translation method, whether or
not they find it appropriate, thus leaving them
no other options. It is still used in many parts
of the world today to teach many languages
despite the fact that its heyday i1s now really
past. Moreover, school teachers have practi-
cally no alternative but to adjust their teaching
styles to the standards that the conventional
system of entrance examinations demands on

students. Consequently, all that teachers can

instruct in the class is de-contextualized
knowledge, e.g., morphology and prescriptive
grammar.

Hiramatsu (2005, p.129) claims that it
appears that particularly experienced Japanese
teachers of English accept the notion that both
English for exams and communicative English
are essential, thus seemingly creating the
existence of two Englishes. Further to this
reality, 1t 1s a great disappointment that there
are not a few school teachers who have
abandoned the pursuit of conveying the
pleasure of language learning to students,
which has presumably been regarded as un-
helpful in the educational settings generally
seen all around Japan. Yet, it is being gradu-
ally acknowledged among school teachers that
language learning is likely to be the most
successful when it 1s accomplished through a
focus on the content, rather than the attention
to the language per se, as the objective of
analysis. This seems to have been derived from
various professions that have indubitably
borne witness to a considerable degree of
success through the use of subject matter as
the springboard for analysis of language data

and forms.

Students' Claim

It would be much more convoluted to take
into consideration students' perspectives
towards English class, but it should also be
worth while to reveal what numerous high
school students have been complaining of, most
of which has been revealed through question-
naires and informal interviews.

Recent research has portrayed the classroom
as a complex environment which i1s substan-
tially influenced by a wide range of attitudinal
and contextual factors, one of which is the
textbooks used. In point of fact, quite a few
students assert themselves that learning
materials, in particular authorized textbooks,
should be compatible with their needs and

interests. Textbooks, which are core materials



for most of the classrooms, however, appear to
fail to live up to students' desire.

Language teachers, however, seem to be in a
position to enable truly interesting material to
be used in class and therefore, language class-
rooms surely have the flexibility unavailable in
other subjects. Every school teacher ought to
realize that students are loud in their
complaints that they are totally dissatisfied
with the textbook they have to use both inside
and outside the classroom. It appears that
most students suspect that such materials
solely lead to removing willingness to learn
English and deteriorating motivation, only to
result in generating those students who have
difficulty in obtaining the enjoyment out of
learning a language.

In light of textbooks, it could be paraphrased
that language learners are obviously eager to
learn English through some authentic
materials of which topics are closely related to
ordinary daily life, which 1s conducive for
students to experience some authentic input.
The significance of this in language learning is
bound to be highlighted, delineating the critical
role that input plays both in child language
acquisition and In naturalistic language
learning among adults (Krashen, 1985;
Krashen & Terrel, 1983).

nature, it inevitably makes sense that experien-

Following this

tial approaches to language learning favor the
utilization of authentic or naturally occurring
learning materials not written or prepared for

the mere purpose of language teaching.

Awaiting Solution

It is broadly true that students as well as
teachers question the current procedures of
English lessons at school, but at the same time,
unfortunately, most educators do not seem to
have the nerve to tackle this problem in real
earnest. Some school teachers appear to fear
that it could possibly end in pushing students
off the right track of the framework of

entrance examinations, should they address

this 1ssue head-on: This contributes signifi-
cantly to preventing students from seeking the
enjoyment of studying English and devastating
motivation to learn. What language teachers
bring to the teaching process are supposed to
be reflected on their own views of language
learning and teaching, value system and
interpersonal preferences, and their personal
mnvestment in their tasks; all of them are phe-
nomenal components of classroom dynamics.

Barnes's (1976) critique of the school curric-
ula 1s frequently quoted in the literature on
language learning. According to his argu-
ment, the distinction between school knowledge
and action knowledge entails a hypothesis in
regard to the value of different kinds of learn-
mg. School knowledge, 1.e., knowledge that is
taught and retained in entirely abstract de-
contextualized form, merely remains someone
else's knowledge and can be forgotten with
ease. On the other hand, action knowledge, 1.e.,
knowledge that is accumulated into learners'
views of the world, becomes real knowledge of
their own, forming the solid framework for
their actions and mode of living. This lends
1tself to hypotheses about tracing and learning,
which suggest deep insight into the essence of
learning.

It could be summarized that the English
language, which has been conceived as simply
one of the many subjects being taught at
school, has somehow been placed on top
priority of all, as if achievement in this subject
might guarantee young learners the royal road
to a better and brighter future. It has been
assumed to be the next best thing for students
to be capable of handling English in everyday
situations. Nevertheless, it has at long last
been acknowledged as misconception among
Japanese language teachers that students have
no choice but to struggle at their desk for the
benefit of acquiring a better academic
background. One of the most powerful clues to
overcoming the dilemma discussed above

should lie in the concept of extensive reading



program.

It has gradually been given wide recognition
that what should be delivered by language
teachers to learners beyond anything else is
that learning a language does not altogether
require students to be over-sensitive to and
highly analytic about the language structures.
On the contrary, language learning can be
enjoyable, once they feel that they are
unleashed from the devious obsession that
learning a language 1s a means to get an
advantage over their competitors. Being
unburdened of this unnecessary strain through
the introduction of the extensive reading
program, it should be more likely that students
would be provided incentive to challenge
language learning, which 1is conducive to
surmounting hardship in climbing up the
developmental learning stages and enhancing
motivation to learn a language. When the
competition 1s not taken too seriously, and
when scores are at least partly a result of
chance, so that anyone might win, positive
motivational aspects are far more likely to be
enhanced and stress reduced.

Shamin's (1996, p.129) argument has been
ceaselessly deep inside me: It could be observed
that the majority of school teachers create
within their large class a 'smaller' class of
students who sit in the front. Such teachers
seem to be happy to teach this smaller class of
students and arguably tend to ignore students
sitting at the back, as long as these students
tacitly agree not to disturb the class and at
least copy down the answers from the
blackboard. In addition, it has been profoundly
engraved on my memory what Richard
Dawkins (1941-), who 1s a British ethologist,
evolutionary biologist and popular science
writer, and holds the Charles Simonyi Chair
for the Public Understanding of Science at the
University of Oxford, and people like him have
been claiming: It is wrong to teach children
that they should believe something just because

their parents do, and it is wrong to teach them

to believe something when there is no evidence
that it is true. Teachers should remember that
as with all the other principles of human
relations, they should realize that a show of
interest in individual learners and their
learning must be sincere and it is supposed to
pay off not only solely for the teachers
showing the interest, but also for learners
receiving the attention; the relationship
between students and teachers is expected to be
a two-way alley benefiting both parties.

The tradition of schooling overall should be
examined and overhauled since it has long
depended upon a textbook-centered and
teacher-centered pedagogy that has neglected
to accommodate the various talents of learners
(Grisham & Molinell:, 1995, p.2). Extensive
reading approach holds the potential for both
honoring and nurturing the  diverse
intelligences which can be manifested within
any classroom. It 1s particularly effective
within a tradition of schooling that has long
depended upon a textbook-centered and
teacher-centered pedagogy that frequently
fails to accommodate the various mixtures of
mnvaluable talents and learning differences
among a diverse student population (Goodlad,
1984; Cuban, 1984). It is up to teachers
whether they can make extensive reading ap-

proach satisfy students' intelligence curiosity.
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